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Strong — Durable — Handmade 
Silversplated chain, wire and Crucifix 


Small glass beads — aqua blue, light green, amber 
or crystal. Small oval plastic beads, black only. 
Small round pearl beads. $1.00 each 

Job’s tears beads— light or dark grey. $1.50 
Large oval plastic beads — pink, aqua blue, brown 
or black. $2.00 


Large cut glass beads—crystal, red, blue or 
black. $3.50 


Order from: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


Reschained 


Straight re-chaining, using wire as heavy as size of 
beads will handle for strength, including soldered 
chain. $1.50 


Rosaries with soldered jump ring between the 


Aves. $2.00 


Sterling, rock-crystal, etc. — using stainless steel 
wire for strength, and sterling soldered chain. $2.50 
to $4.00 


Send to: Mr. Paul Wehrle, 
Mahoning Valley Milling Co., 
Punxsutawney, Penna. 


(As Mr. Wehrle will donate the proceeds of this work to 
the spread’ of our Eucharistic apostolate, kindly make checks 
payable to the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, and 
enclose with rosaries when sent for re-chaining.) 














Burn Candles before the Blessed Sacrament 
to offer Love and Reparation to the Sacred Heart! 


A large wax candle will be burned for your 
intention in any of our Sanctuaries of Perpetual 
Adoration a day and a night for an offering of 50¢; 
one week for $3.50; one month for $12.00. 

A Vigil Light may be burned in our Relic 
Chapel for 10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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To know the true devotion to the Sacred Heart, you must study the Pas- 
sion. See the agony in the garden, the keen cutting pain at the kiss of Judas, 
the cold shiver at the denial of Peter, the dragging with cords, the blow on the 
Sacred Face, the spitting, the shame, the foul words. Yet all this was nothing. 
It was little to the longing pain of God seeking man’s love. The scourging, the 
crowning with thorns, the heavy cross placed on those poor, torn, bleeding 
shoulders, yet even this is little, and why? Because there is still a greater proof 
of love. Study the Crucifixion, see there what God rejoiced to suffer, to give 
us proofs that we might believe in His longing for our love. He chose willingly, 
nay even gladly, to suffer all this. It was even less pain to Him than the cold- 
ness of our hearts. The devotion to the Sacred Heart is devotion to a Heart 
that loves and is not loved, that is lavishing favors on His loved ones, and is 
in return treated with coldness, ingratitude, and outrage. So, is it not right 
that we offer Love and Reparation to His loving, wounded Heart? 





The Touchstone of True Love 


naturally into the month of June with its new and delicious 

fruits from field and garden. In like manner, Mary, the 

Spiritual Dawn, whom we honor in May, gives place to the 
full light of Divine love, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, King and 
Center of all Hearts, to whom June is dedicated. 

The Sacred Heart devotion which is built upon REPARA- 
TION and ADORATION is almost pathetic in its appeal to 
the human heart for love. All one-sided love is a failure. Re- 
jected love is a tragedy. But where will one find a lover who has 
done so much and has received so little in return as Christ the 
Savior? If the test of genuine love is sacrifice and service, where 
will one find a truer love than that which burns in the Heart 
of Jesus? 

Well has this unselfish love been symbolized in the form of 
the Sacred Heart which Jesus showed to His confidante, St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque. In his apparition to her, He showed 
her His Heart surmounted by a cross, encircled by thorns, send- 
ing forth flames of fire. Pointing to His Heart He said in a 
pleading tone: “Behold the Heart that has loved men so much, 
and is loved so little in return!” 

The cross surmounting the Heart is a living reminder of 
Christ’s generous, self-sacrificing love for men. For our sake 
Jesus, the Son of God, not only became man, clothed Himself 
in our frail nature, and spent thirty-three years here on earth, 
but as the Good Shepherd He also suffered and died for His 
sheep! The dreadfully dear price at which He purchased our 
eternal salvation—all the indignities and diabolical outrages 
heaped upon the Lamb of God, which finally culminated in the 
unspeakable torments of Calvary—all are summarized and 
crystallized in the cross surmounting the Sacred Heart. That 
cry of unutterable anguish on Good Friday: “Sitio! I thirst!” 
was pressed from the parched lips of the dying Christ not so 
much by burning physical thirst as by the all-consuming flames 
of Divine Love: “I thirst for love, I thirst for souls!” 


|: nature, May with its sunshine, its buds and flowers, leads 


Love Is Not Loved 


How was this self-sacrificing love of Christ requited? Let 
the thorns that encircle His Sacred Heart tell the sad story of 
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human ingratitude. After all Jesus did for the world, after 
thirty-three years of the most self-forgetting love, which reached 
its burning climax in His cruel Passion and Death, all that He 
received in return is the bitter gall and vinegar of human in- 
gratitude. How that terrible outcry of His own chosen people 
on Good Friday morning, “Away with Him! Crucify Him! His 
Blood be upon us and upon our children,” must have smote 
upon the tender Heart of our Savior as He stood before Pilate, 
rejected for a common criminal! 

Is the world of today any better? Is not the dreadful scene 
of Good Friday being enacted daily in this “enlightened” twen- 
tieth century? Christ is not wanted in the modern world. The 
world is out of touch with the vibrations of His Sacred Heart. 
There is no room for Him on our busy highways, in our throb- 
bing cities, in our crowded amusement places, in the distracted 
minds and pleasure-seeking hearts of men. 

This rejected Lover has no place to rest His thorn-crowned 
Head! He has been driven out of the individual by sin, He has 
been exiled from the family by divorce and planned parenthood, 
from the school by a godless form of education, from govern- 
ments by a militant atheism and from society by worldly-wise 
leaders. He has no place at the peace tables of the nations. 
How true are the words even today: “He came to His own and 
His own received Him not!” Yes, the thorns of rejection and 
base ingratitude still encircle the Sacred Heart. 


Love Stronger than Death: 


But all the waters of man’s ingratitude could not extinguish 
the burning flames of love in the Heart of Jesus. On the very 
eve of His Passion and Death, with every lurid detail of the next 
day’s sufferings before His eyes, our Savior, in an outpouring 
of infinite love, gave the world the greatest proof of His Divine 
charity in the institution of the Blessed Sacrament. There in 
the tabernacle He remains as the Prisoner of Love, to be our 
Friend, our Victim and our Food. There He waits, still pleading 
for our love, opening wide His arms to an ungrateful people: 
“Come to Me, all you who suffer and are heavily burdened, and 
I will refresh you!” 

The meaning of those bright flames that issue forth from 
the Heart of Jesus is unmistakable. They are the devouring 
flames of love that burst forth from this furnace of Divine char- 
ity to warm and cheer the cold hearts of men. He has fulfilled 
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His promise: “I will cast fire upon earth, and what will I but 
that it burn!” 
A Call to Action 


How will we react to this appeal of Divine Love? Will we 
also, like the world around us, remain cold and indifferent, un- 
moved by our unselfish Lover? The feast of the Sacred Heart 
which Jesus Himself ordered to be celebrated with great solem- 
nity on the Friday following the feast of Corpus Christi mani- 
fests the climax of Divine Love and has as its purpose the re- 
kindling of faith and devotion in the hearts of men. May it be 
a singular triumph of God’s love in the hearts of one and all. 

Let us try to make it so in our own case. Through Mary, 
our Mother, let us enter confidently into the month of June and 
rededicate ourselves in all fervor to the Sacred Heart. , Let us 
revive our Eucharistic devotion by a faithful attendance at daily 
Holy Mass, by the fruitful reception of Holy Communion, by 
loving Holy Hours, and let us try in this way to make up for 
some of the coldness and sinful rejection of Christ by the world. 





Leaflets on the Seven Sacraments 


These double-page leaflets are a splendid help to a better 
understanding and use of the graces of the Sacraments. Priced 
at 1¢ each, or $1.00 a hundred. Please order by serial number. 








Baptism , M60-1 Confirmation .........---...--- M60-4 

Penance M60-2 Holy Orders .................. M60-5 

Holy Eucharist .............. M60-3 Matrimony ....................-- M60-6 
Extreme Unction ...................... M60-7 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








[3 May we ask those who may have sent us an offering or re- 
mittance during the past few months to kindly notify us if it 
has not been acknowledged. It has come to our notice that our 
mail has been tampered with, and possibly your letter did not 
reach us. May we kindly remind our readers that it is always 
risky to send bills or loose coins; it would be safer to send 
stamps for small amounts, or a check or money order for larger. 
sums. 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Coming of the Holy Spirit 


Thoughts for the Feast of Pentecost 


nothing so near, nothing so present on this earth as the 

Spirit is near and present. The Holy Spirit is invisible, 

but this does not mean that He is not manifest. For 
this is the New Testament characteristic of the Holy Spirit, that 
He is a most evident power, not a hidden imperceptible force. 
Since the Ascension, the Holy Spirit, in exact New Testament 
thought, is a more manifest presence amongst men than is the 
presence of the Word Incarnate, the Son of God, the Second 
Person of the Trinity. Of Christ it is said that He is hidden 
in the glory of heaven... If He is present in the Church it is 
in the abysmal hiddenness of the Blessed Sacrament. Of the 
Holy Spirit it is said, on the contrary, that He is shown forth, 
that He is felt like a mighty wind, that He is seen as a burning 
fire, that He is everything except a hidden God. 

We are, perhaps, little accustomed to look upon the Holy 
Spirit as upon the manifestation of God and His Christ amongst 
men; we are more inclined to establish this difference between 
the coming of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit, that the 
first is manifest whilst the second is hidden. Such, however, is 
not original Christian thinking. According to apostolic lan- 
guage, it is Christ who hides after He has accomplised His work 
here on earth and it is the Holy Spirit who is made manifest. 
The Holy Spirit is the true theophany after Christ’s ascension 
till the Lord returns again from heaven in the glory of the Fa- 
ther. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament is a 
most manifest phenomenon; He, Himself, in His own Person, 
does the manifesting; He is not despatching angels to warn men 
that He has come. When the Second Person of the Trinity was 
born in Bethlehem, it was not He but angels who announced the 
great news that Christ the Lord had been born: the Child never 
spoke. A star guided worshippers to the house where dwelt the 
Mother and the Babe. Angels, again, brought the message of 
Christ’s resurrection. With the one exception of the moment 
of the Transfiguration, the Son of God did not show Himself in 
His power during His life on earth; His works were His testi- 
mony. 


: HE Church is the home of the Holy Spirit, and there is 
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Different is the coming of the Holy Spirit. He arrives with 
glory, with power; there is no kind of economy in the signs of 
His presence. Nor is it a progressive unveiling, a concealment 
from men to be followed by partial revelation. On the contrary, 
the advent of the Holy Spirit is as complete at the first Pente- 
cost as will be the coming of the Son of God in the glory of the 
Father at the end of the world. We may truly say that the first 
coming of the Son and of the Spirit are opposite in their plans. 
The Spirit at once shows His full measure of presence, whilst the 
Son begins with the smallest measure; the fulness of manifesta- 
tion is not to be reached till the day on which He will come with 
power and majesty at the end of the world. 


It is on account of this full measure of presence since Pen- 
tecost that the kingdom of God is truly said to be with us on 
this earth, because the Holy Spirit abides with us in the fulness 
of His Divinity, not with a transient and provisional economy; 
He will never be more with man than He is today, simply be- 
cause He is now with man in the fullest degree. The Holy 
Spirit came at Pentecost, not as a mere seed, not as one in- 
tending to reveal Himself progressively, but as the fulfilment of 
all the promises that had been made, as the crowning of all the 
preceding work, as the triumph ending a long warfare. The 
coming of the Spirit in that hour was a, consummation, in the 
sense that through this event endless centuries of preparation 
received their explanation and their accomplishment. No one 
ever came with such completeness as did the Holy Spirit; no one 
ever arrived with such a resolve to abide forever as was the 
manner of the Paraclete. For it is in the very nature of His 
coming that He should abide. It was not His will to come in 
order to do a work and then go back after its accomplishment; 
His advent was not intended to prepare for a further dispensa- 
tion. He came finally, totally, permanently, as the kingdom of 
God of which there shall be no end. He is the Spirit of promise, 
not because He promises a higher dispensation to follow His 
presence, but because He is the realization of all the promises 
that went before; He is the pledge of our inheritance, because 
through Him we have become the heirs of all that God had pre- 
pared for the elect from the beginning. 


The manner of the coming of the Holy Spirit cannot be 
described otherwise than in the identical words of the sacred 
text: “And when the days of Pentecost were accomplished. . .” 
(Acts 2:1-12). Nothing would be easier than to establish a 
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comparison between this narration of the advent,.of the Holy 
Spirit and the account of Christ’s conception and birth: . the 
same inspired writer, St. Luke, is the author of both narratives. 
In order to do full justice to the comparison, we must, put side 
by side the two adorable Persons concerned—the Son of God, 
whose coming is told in the first chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel, 
and the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, whose entry into 
the life of the Church is described in the second chapter of the 
Acts. 

The external settings are as different as they could be. The 
cave of Bethlehem and an hour of the night, with great silence 
everywhere: such are the well-known features of the Birth of 
Christ. The angelic message and the singing of the multitude 
of heavenly spirits were indeed a mighty proclamation of what 
had happened, but a few shepherds only were allowed to be the 
witnesses of this celestial phenomenon. 


The Holy Spirit, on the contrary, chooses for His coming 
the city of cities, Jerusalem; the busy hour of the morning, when 
life is at its fullest; the great feast that brings together men 
from all nations. A mighty wind and tongues of fire are the 
signs of the Holy Spirit. The whole event is calculated to make 
an impression so great that the immense crowd is swayed by it: 
“And they were all astonished and wondered, saying one to 
another: What meaneth this?” 


Another of the marvels was the spiritual ecstasy into which 
the Apostles were thrown; they themselves, not heavenly spirits, 
spoke the “wonderful works of God.” There is at once a com- 
plete maturity of spiritual life; the silence of the Child of Beth- 
lehem is here replaced by a miraculous prodigality of speech by 
men: “And they began to speak with divers tongues; according 
as the Spirit gave them to speak.” To the ripeness of spiritual 
life is added at once the manly enterprise of external activity: 
“Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice.” Even 
the mocking suggestion of the unbelievers in that hour of over- 
whelming solemnity has its significance: ‘These men are full of 
new wine.” The behavior of the Apostles under the impression 
of the Spirit was in the highest degree sensational; their actions, 
in spite of themselves, were a direct challenge to normality. St. 
Peter admits the fact of their spiritual intoxication, but he re- 
jects the base calumny with the simplest possible consideration: 
it is but the early morning: “For these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day...” 
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Seeing and hearing the Holy Spirit was within the power 
of every man who was in Jerusalem on that day. It may not be 
without profit to the reader to be reminded here of a great theo- 
logical principle: the Holy Ghost Himself came on that day 
under all those signs which are enumerated by St. Luke: the 
wind, the parted tongues of fire, the power of speech, the ecstasy 
of mind which made the Apostles pour forth words over the 
marvels of God. Those signs were the immediate indication of 
the presence of the Spirit; the Holy Spirit produced them to 
show His advent; there was no intermediate ministry. In virtue 
of those signs ‘and wonders, it is as accurate, theologically, to 
say that the Holy Spirit came at the first Pentecost as it is to 
say that the Son of God came on the first Christmas night; the 
external forms were different, but there was no difference in the 
completeness and realism of the advents. The Son took unto 
Himself a human nature, our flesh: the Spirit uses signs and 
wonders. I purposely employ the present tense in the word 
‘uses’ because the sign remains as much as Christ’s humanity 
remains. 


Again, we must hold that Pentecost is specifically the mys- 
tery of the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, just as Christ- 
mas is the mystery of the Second Person of the Trinity. Neither 
the Father nor the Spirit took flesh when the Word was incar- 
nated; so likewise neither the Father nor the Word was signified 
by all that happened on the first day of Pentecost; it was ex- 
clusively the Spirit that was demonstrated. Over and over again 
in our theology on the Holy Spirit and His relation with the 
Church we must go back to the Acts of the Apostles, which are 
truly the evangelium of the Spirit, the Lord and Vivifier. 


I need not enter here into another very important aspect 
of Catholic theology through which it is maintained that all the 
external results in the world of nature and grace which are at- 
tributed to one Divine Person are really the joint operation of 
the Three Divine Persons. This inseparability in all operations 
“ad extra” of the Three Persons of the Godhead is perfectly 
compatible with that other series of dogmatic facts: that it was 
the Son who took flesh from the Virgin Mary and the Son alone; 
and that it was the Spirit, the Third Person, who manifested 
Himself at Pentecost, and not the other two Persons. So for 
all practical purposes we speak of all that followed upon Pente- 
cost as being the manifestations of the Spirit; and this language 
is accurate, for truly it is the Spirit’s special privilege to mani- 
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fest Himself through certain realities of the created order, and 
above all through the sanctity of the Church. The Holy Spirit 
showed Himself for the first time under the form of a dove, 
when Christ was baptized; it was as true an apparition of the 
Holy Spirit as the Pentecostal manifestation. The dove also 
was the sign of the Holy Spirit, but it was a theophany whose 
beneficiary was the human nature of the Son of God, not the 
Church, as she did not yet exist. At Pentecost, however, the 
Church was the beneficiary of the Spirit’s outpouring—not 
Christ’s human nature. 

The one point of supreme importance is this: that we 
should consider the Holy Spirit as a great manifestation of God, 
a declaration of a Divine Presence which no man can deny un- 
less he be among those who mocked on the first Pentecost day. 
Visibility of the Spirit’s kingdom is the great dogma which every 
Catholic sets out to defend. On the other hand, the finality 
of the advent of the Spirit is one of the pivotal truths that 
make Catholicism what it is; for the Catholic, the kingdom of 
God is already here on earth, because the Holy Spirit will never 
be more manifest than He is. Substantially, the Holy Spirit 
is as much with us as He will be for all eternity, though modally 
there may be a difference between this aeon and the glorious 
world to come: “I will ask the Father and He will give you 
another Advocate, to dwell with you forever” (John 14:16). 

_ It is, of course, possible for men to fail to see the kingdom 
of the Spirit in spite of its notes and signs. Not all men in 
Jerusalem at Pentecost gave a right explanation of what was 
before their eyes. The blindness of man in no wise diminishes 
the evidence of the Spirit’s presence. It is the world’s peculiar 
curse to be ignorant of this obvious fact, just as it is the grace 
of the children of God to know “the Spirit of Truth, whom the 
world cannot receive because it neither sees Him nor knows 
Him. But you shall know Him: because He will dwell with you 
and be in you” (John, 14:17). 

“The Spirit and the Bride,” by Abbot A. Vonier, O.S.B. 


Spiritual Vitamin for June 


PRAYER TO THE HOLY TRINITY 
May the power of the Father govern and protect us, 
May the wisdom of the Son teach and enlighten us, 
May the love of the Holy Spirit renew and quicken us. 
May the blessing of the all-holy Trinity, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us now and forevermore. Amen. 
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Father, Son and Holy Spirit 


ONG ago Hieron, King of Syracuse, a powerful city of the 
ancient Grecian world, asked a philosopher named Simon- 
ide, “Who is God?” Simonide asked to have four days 
to consider the question. At the end of the four days, he 

asked for four more days to reflect. At the end of the eight 
days, Simonide appeared before the king and said, “Sire, the 
more I think about, your question the more helpless I feel as to 
how I might answer it.” 

How, much more fortunate are we of the Catholic Faith 
than all the wise and learned men who lived before the coming 
of Jesus Christ! With the exception of the Jewish people, the 
minds of men were without any Divine help in their search for 
truth. They did not have the gift of Divine faith which we 
received in holy Baptism. They knew nothing of Divine Reve- 
lation, which is contained in the Holy Scriptures and in the 
Tradition of the Catholic Church and preserved free from error 
by the Divinely-instituted infallible Teaching Authority of the 
Church. They did not have the Divine helps and supernatural 
graces of the Sacraments. God was far removed from their 
lives. Their notion of God was based upon natural reason, and 
God was not for them a “personal God” as He is for us. He did 
not enter into their daily thoughts, words and actions. 

From the cradle to the grave, a clear knowledge of God is 
the possession of the ordinarily well-instructed Catholic. Catho- 
lic belief not only acknowledges the one Supreme and Infinite 
God, but it also accepts the distinctive doctrine of three sepa- 
rate and distinct Persons in the one Divine Nature. This notion 
of the Blessed Trinity—the idea of Three Persons in One God, 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit—is one of the highlights of the 
teachings and revelations of Jesus Christ. Though there are a 
few faint foreshadowings of it in the pre-Christian Jewish re- 
ligion,.the idea. is so unique that it is extremely doubtful whether 
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men by their unaided reason would ever have arrived at the 
conception of such an idea, much less any understanding of the 
truth. 

As it is, the Trinity is the greatest of the mysteries, that is, 
of those truths that we cannot understand fully but accept on 
the revelation of God. The first article of the Apostles’ Creed 
expresses our acceptance of this Divine Truth, while we bow our 
head acknowledging that an understanding of this mystery is 
far above our natural reasoning powers. 

This mystery was unveiled to the Blessed Virgin Mary be- 
fore her consent to the Divine Maternity, when the Archangel 
Gabriel announced that she would bring forth a Son by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and that this Son would be called the 
Son of God. On the occasion of the Baptism of Jesus, a public 
and glorious revelation of this great mystery was made on the 
banks of the Jordan. “And when Jesus had been baptized, He 
immediately came up from the water. And behold, the heavens 
were opened, and he (John the Baptist) saw the Spirit of God 
descending as a dove and coming upon Him. And behold, a 
voice from the heavens said: This is My Beloved Son in whom I 
am well pleased!” (Matt. 3:16,17.) 


A similar manifestation took place at the Transfiguration 
of Jesus. There are many instances of direct teaching in regard 
to this mystery on the part of Christ. The Gospel of St. John 
is replete with quotations, such as the following: “I am in the 
Father and the Father in Me... And I will ask the Father, and 
He will give you another Advocate to dwell with you forever, the 
Spirit of truth...” (John 14:11,17).. One of the clearest ex- 
pressions of the Mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is found in 
St. Matthew’s Gospel where Christ gives to His Apostles the 
command: “Go, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit...” (28:19). Notice that Jesus uses the singular 
word “Name”, though three Persons are distinctly mentioned, 
thus indicating both the Unity and Trinity of God. 


Every mystery which God reveals has the effect of bringing 
us nearer to Him. This is especially true of the Mystery of the 
Holy Trinity. It lifts up our hearts and souls and fills us with 
love and gratitude at the thought of God’s goodness and con- 
descension to us. The mystery of the Blessed Trinity has the 
effect of warming our hearts, stirring up awe and adoration, 
making God approachable and lovable, for this doctrine was re- 
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vealed not just as a mere truth, but as a manifestation of God’s 
plan to bring all souls to Himself. The Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity became man, became one of us, for that very 
purpose—that He might be a “bridge” by which we could come 
to God. He became man not only to announce the “Family 
life” of the Blessed Trinity, but to give us the means to share in 
that “Family life,’ through Divine adoption. “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that those 
who believe in Him may not perish, but may have life everlast- 
ing” (John 3:16). “To as many as received Him, He gave the 
power of becoming sons of God” (John 1:12). In Baptism, the 
Most Holy Trinity imprinted Its Divine features upon our soul, 
which is created to the likeness of God. We were adopted by 
God the Father as His children. We became brothers and sisters 
of God the Son, and we were made the temples of the Holy 
Spirit, who took up His dwelling in our souls. We have a true 
knowledge of God and of the Three Divine Persons in the truths 
taught by Holy Mother Church. We have all the means of par- 
ticipating in the “Family life” of God through the Sacraments, 
the holy Sacrifice of Mass, prayer, and the other means of grace. 


The remembrance of the holy mystery of the Blessed Trin- 
ity is ever renewed in the liturgical worship of the Church. The 
whole purpose of the liturgy is to worship the Triune God. 
Every time the Sign of the Cross is made, it is to honor the Most 
Holy Trinity, and the Church always and on all occasions uses 
this Sign. Every Glory be to the Father is a doxology of praise 
of the Holy Trinity. All the prayers of the Church are ended 
with an invocation naming the Three Divine Persons. All the 
Sundays of the year, even when some other special feast is cele- 
brated, honor the Most Holy Trinity. Hence, it would almost 
seem superfluous to have a special feast of the Most Holy Trin- 
ity. But the Church wishes to deepen our spirit of devotion by 
the celebration of this feast, while at the same time she does not 
give it the solemnity of other great festivals, because the object 
of the Most Blessed Trinity is so sublime and so unfathomable 
that it is beyond all celebrating, and because it is always the 
center of our worship. 


If the feast of the Most Holy Trinity leads us to make just 
this one resolution for the praise and honor of God: To cherish 
with love the Glory be to the Father, and to pray it frequently 
and devoutly, it will have most rich fruit for us in time and in 
eternity. 
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Living Bread from Heaven 


entrance into heaven. In spirit we beheld Him leave 

this world and take possession of His heavenly throne 

where, as the God-Man, He will reign forever, the “King 
of kings.” Yes, Jesus has withdrawn His visible presence from 
the world, but He still. remains here on earth. The Good Shep- 
herd has not forgotten us. He is still with us in a threefold 
presence. He is with His Church in the person of His Vicar on 
earth, the Pope, who forms the visible head of the Church; 
Christ has identified Himself with Peter, and with all his lawful 
successors. Christ is also with us in the Holy Spirit who abides 
in the Church. He has sent the Spirit of Truth to teach, sanc- 
tify and guide the Church. While remaining the Invisible Head 
of the Church, Christ has made the Holy Spirit the soul of His 
Mystical Body. But love demanded more. The Lover longed 
to be personally with the beloved. For this reason Jesus re- 
mains with us in a real and marvelous manner in the Holy Eu- 
charist. By His sacramental presence among us He has lovingly 
fulfilled His promise: “TI will not leave you orphans.” The Good 
Shepherd has found a way of remaining with His sheep on earth, 
while at the same time reigning in glory in heaven. 


Christ’s sacramental presence among us is the subject of 
loving meditation on which the feast of Corpus Christi focuses 
our attention. Christ is really present in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. The Holy Eucharist means the real and actual presence 
of Christ under the appearances of bread and wine, which are 
offered in Sacrifice, received in Holy Communion, and preserved 
for adoration. 

Our Catholic faith teaches us that Jesus is in the Holy Eu- 
charist not merely in sign and symbol, but in truth; not merely 
according to the faith of the recipient, but really and actually; not 
merely transiently and at the moment of the Holy Sacrifice and 
Sacramental Communion, but permanently and continuously, 
as long as the Eucharistic appearances remain. In other words, 
Christ is as truly and really present in the Blessed Sacrament as 
He was as a Babe in Bethlehem, as a Teacher in Galilee, as the 
Divine Victim on Calvary. 

What an astounding truth! What a consoling doctrine! 
And this is not just a pious story, a thrilling fairy-tale to bright- 


() N ASCENSION Thursday we celebrated Christ’s glorious 
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en the path of our earthly exile. No! It is one of the most sol- 
idly proved dogmas of the Catholic religion. We believe that 
Christ is really and actually present in the Holy Eucharist be- 
cause He promised to give us His own Flesh to eat and His own 
Blood to drink. At the Last 
Supper He fulfilled this 
promise when He said to 
the Apostles: “Take and 
eat, for this is My Body. 
Drink all of this, for this is 
My Blood of the New Tes- 
tament which shall be shed 
for the remission of sin. Do 
this in commemoration of 
Me!” 

We are the children of 
light! Christ is with us, not 
merely in types and figures, 
in the Ark of the Covenant, 
the Manna and the Paschal 
Lamb, as in the Old Testa- 
ment, but as a living Real- 
ity. He thus satisfies the 
deepest need of the human 
heart: to possess its God. 
He is the hidden Divine 
Magnet drawing all hearts to Himself. 





The Mirror of the Passion 


When we meditate on our Savior’s beautiful life on earth 
and dwell upon some of the touching scenes in Bethlehem, Naz- 
areth and Jerusalem, we may feel a twinge of envy of the good 
fortune of those who were permitted to see the Redeemer of the 
world, to listen to His voice, to feel the healing touch of His 
hand. And yet we have no reason to envy Mary.and Joseph, 
the Apostles, the sick and sinners, who were in such close rela- 
tionship to Jesus in His mortal life. We have all that they had, 
but we have Him in a much more personal manner. He remains 
with us continually; He is always approachable; He is always 
waiting in infinite love for us. The trouble is, we are not con- 
scious enough of this Divine Presence among us! If we were, 
how different our lives would be! 
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Jesus lives in the Blessed Sacrament to enable all genera- 
tions and the people of every country and state of life to know 
Him and approach Him. Jesus in His mortal life went about 
“doing good.” Although He is in the tabernacle as the Prisoner 
of Love, Jesus carries on an intense spiritual activity. He is 
the Divine dynamo sending warmth and light in all directions, 
radiating love and mercy all around. From His throne of grace 
on the altar, Jesus directs and vivifies the work of His ministers. 
He speaks through the priests in the pulpit; He absolves sinners 
in the tribunal of mercy. He comes to the hearts of the people 
in Holy Communion. He offers Himself in Holy Mass as the 
Victim of Reparation. He assists the teachers in the schools. 
He strengthens and consoles parents, and brings relief to the 
needy, the sick and the dying! Yes, in the tabernacle Jesus 
fulfils His own beautiful parables of the Good Shepherd, the 
Good Samaritan, the merciful Father of the Prodigal Son. Had 
we but the faith of Mary, of the Apostles and the faithful dis- 
ciples, what use would we not make of this loving presence of 
our Savior, who invites us so insistently: “(Come to Me, all you 
who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest!” 


The Holy Eucharist was instituted as 
the Memorial of Our Lord’s Passion and 
Death. It is easy to see how the mysteries 
of Christ’s Passion are contained in the 
Holy Eucharist. What is Holy Mass but 
a dramatic representation, a continuation 
and renewal of the Sacrifice of the Cross! 
It is, in fact, the same tremendous Sacri- 
fice as that on Calvary. The same High 
Priest—Jesus—offers it. The same Victim 
—again Jesus—is offered, but He makes 
use of human instruments, His priests, to 

; accomplish the mystery. At the Last Sup- 
per He bade His priests, “Do this in commemoration of Me!” 


The Holy Eucharist is also the subject of the renewal of the 
outrages heaped on Jesus, the unresisting Victim, in His Pas- 
sion. How many a Judas forces the God of holiness into a heart 
reeking with sin! What coldness and indifference is shown this 
Prisoner of Love by lax Catholics, who, like the people in the 
parable of the Great Supper, have no time or inclination to come 
to this Banquet of Love! Yes, sad to say, how much diabolical 
hatred is manifested toward this hidden God of Love by Com- 
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munists and the avowed enemies of Christ who take a fiendish 
delight in destroying churches, in killing priests and religious, 
in desecrating this Holy Sacrament. And still that abused Heart 
whispers, “Come to Me!” 

Yes, we must go to Him who is the Resurrection and the 
Life if we are to reach the eternal goal of our life. Impatient to 
have us with Him in heaven, Jesus now plants the seed of im- 
mortal life in our mortal bodies by coming to us in Holy Com- 
munion. Every Communion is a new pledge of life eternal and 
of the fulfilment of His Promise: “I will raise him up on the last 
day.” 

How supremely grateful we should be to the Divine Heart 
of Jesus for instituting the Sacrament of Love, where He re- 
mains with us day and night, carrying out the main purpose of 
His coming to earth, which the angels announced at His birth 
when they sang: “Glory be to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men of good will!” May the feast of Corpus Christi 
be a mighty force in renewing in our lives the remembrance of 
this all-important reason for the Blessed Sacrament and in in- 
stilling in our souls a new zeal and fervor of spirit in our acts 
of worship. 





WMass Stipends 


MASS STIPENDS sent to us are forwarded promptly where they will 
be conscientiously persolved at an early date. The stipend for Low Masses 
is $2.00; for High Masses, $5.00; for Gregorian Masses the clergy of the diocese 
of Kansas City-St. Joseph may ask an offering of from $60.00 to $75.00 if the 
set is to be started immediately. Those who wish to have Gregorian Masses 
said at the Missions may send them to us for transmission for an offering of 
from $30.00—$45.00. 

All Mass Intentions received at our dependent priories are promptly for- 
warded to the Motherhouse at Clyde. Arrangements will be made at the par- 
ticular priory, as far as possible, for anyone wishing to have a High Mass of- 
fered there. 

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





SONGS that combine sound Catholic doctrine with appealing 
melodies and good lyrical composition are always in demand. For 
your JUNE devotions, here are two to add to your collection: Beloved 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and Gentle Jesus. (Words by a Benedictine 
Sister of Perpetual Adoration.) Also, appropriate at all times, Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph and Lord Forgive. 18¢ a copy. Order from: — 


Mello-Music Publishing Co., 507 Broadway Ave., 
Winnipeg, Man. Canada 
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Join us in our 


Sacred Heart Novena 
June 20 — 28 


EARLY two thousand 
years ago, during the 
course of His public ministry, 
Our Lord turned to the crowds 
who unwearyingly followed 
Him as He preached His con- 
soling doctrine, to extend this 
loving invitation: ‘Come to 
Me, all you who labor and are 
burdened, and I will give you 
rest.’”’ Later, in the darkness 
of that first Good Friday, the 
Savior, thirsting with desire 
for souls—for love—spoke the 
same invitation, thundering a 
wordless ‘‘Come to Me”’ as the lance of the soldier, Longinus, opened 
the Heart into which Jesus would have us come. “Can you doubt?” 
He seems to ask, ‘“‘can you doubt My Love, My Divine Goodness?” 
The last drop of His Precious Blood flowed from that riven Heart to 
seal the Covenant of His Love, and it is at the Fountain of all Grace, 
symbolized by the “living water’? which then streamed forth from His 
open Heart, that He offers His promised refreshment. 

Trust was a virtue that was irresistible to Jesus during His life 
on earth. No one who came to Him believing, trusting, was refused. 
He who is the fulness of Divinity awaits our trust, as He reveals to 
us the haven of rest which is His Sacred Heart, bidding each one of us, 
“Come to Me...”’ 

Let us present your petitions to the Sacred Heart during our 
Solemn Novena, to begin this year on June 20th. In each of our five 
Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration the Litany of the Sacred Heart will 
be prayed daily throughout the Novena by the entire Community at 
the morning Benediction, as well as at each hour of the day and night 
by the official Adorers. Petitions received will be placed near the 
Exposition throne, where they will remain throughout the entire no- 
vena—your testimony of trust in the Sacred Heart. To prepare more 
worthily for this great Feast of Love and to win greater graces from 
the Divine Heart, daily or frequent Holy Mass, Holy Communion, a 
Holy Hour or other special prayers and sacrifices are also recom- 
mended. May our faith, trust and love quench the burning thirst of 
the Sacred Heart and find their reward in His favors and blessing. 
Send petitions to: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The — of the Sacred Heart 


The following excerpt from the Encyclical of Pope Pius XII on Devotion to 
the Sacred Heart is particularly meaningful at this season of the Church's year. 


all times a vivid image of that spontaneous charity 

whereby God gave His Only-begotten Son to redeem 

men, and whereby Christ has loved us so vehemently that 
He immolated Himself for us a bleeding victim on Calvary’s 
hill. “Christ hath loved us and hath delivered Himself for us, 
an oblation and a sacrifice to God for an odour of sweetness” 
(Eph. 5:2). 


$% HE wound in the Sacred Heart of the dead Christ is for 


After the Ascension 


Our Savior has now ascended into heaven, His Body be- 
decked with the splendors of eternal glory; He has taken His 
throne at the Father’s right hand. But He has not ceased to 
love His Spouse, the Church, with that ardor of love where- 
with His Heart still throbs. On His hands, on His feet and in 
His side He bears the glorious marks of His wounds, showing 
forth His threefold victory over Satan, sin and death. And in 
the precious repository of His Heart are stored the fruits of that 
threefold triumph, even the boundless treasures of His merits 
which He pours out in flowing abundance on redeemed man- 
kind. This is the consoling truth, proclaimed by the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, when he says: “Ascending on high, He led cap- 
tivity captive; He gave gifts to men. .. He that descended is the 
same also that ascended above all the heavens, that He might 
fill all things” (Eph. 4:8,10). 


The Gift of the Holy Spirit 


After His triumphal ascent to the right hand of His Father, 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, sent upon His disciples, is the first 
outstanding sign of His munificent charity. For after ten days 
the Spirit, even the Paraclete given by the Heavenly Father, 
came down upon them, where they were gathered in the Cen- 
acle, according to His promise at the Last Supper: “I will ask 
the Father, and He shall give you another Paraclete, that He 
may abide with you forever (John 14:16). And this Paraclete 
Spirit, since He is the mutual personal Love—that is, of the Fa- 
ther for the Son, and of the Son for the Father—is sent by both 
Father and Son; and, clothing Himself, as it were, in the ap- 
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pearances of tongues of fire, He pours into their hearts an abun- 
dance of Divine charity and of other heavenly gifts. The tor- 
rent of this Divine charity rises also in the Heart of our Savior, 
“in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” 
(Col. 2:3). For this charity is the gift both of the Heart of 
Jesus and of His Spirit, who is indeed the Spirit of the Father 
and of the Son. From this Spirit comes the origin of the Church 
and its marvellous spreading before the face of all those nations 
and peoples who were sunk in the degradation of idolatry, fra- 
ternal hatred, violence and moral corruption. This Divine char- 
ity is the inestimable gift of the Heart of Christ and of His 
Spirit. 

To the Apostles and Martyrs it imparted a fortitude, 
strengthened by which they strove even unto death, heroically 
endured, to preach the truth of the Gospel and seal it with their 
blood. In the Doctors of the Church it instilled a burning zeal 
to defend and shed light upon Catholic Truth. It has nourished 
the virtues of Confessors and roused them to wonderful works, 
most profitable to their own and others’ eternal and temporal 
happiness. And lastly it has persuaded the Virgins freely and 
with joyful hearts to leave behind them the pleasures of body, 
in order to consecrate themselves entirely to the love of their 
heavenly Bridegroom. 

This Divine charity flows from the Heart of the Word made 
Flesh, and is poured out by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of all 
believers. In its honor the Apostle of the Gentiles sang this 
hymn of victory, which proclaims the triumph of Jesus Christ 
the Head, and of the members of His Mystical Body, over those 
obstacles which in any way’hinder the restoration of the Reign 
of Divine Love among men: “Who ... shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation? Or distress? Or famine? Or 
nakedness? Or danger? Or persecution? Or the sword? But in 
all these things we overcome, because of Him that hath loved us. 
For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor might, nor height, nor depth nor any other creatures, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35,37-39). 


The Sacred Heart, the Symbol of Charity 


There is therefore no reason why we should not.worship the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, both as partaking in, and being the ob- 
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vious and expressive symbol of that inexhaustible charity to- 
wards men wherewith the Divine Redeemer is still on fire. That 
Heart indeed is no longer subject to the emotional disturbances 
of our mortal condition. But still It lives and beats, and is 
indissolubly united to the Person of the Divine Word, and in 
Him and through Him, with His Divine Will. Wherefore, since 
the Heart of Christ overflows with Divine and human love, and 
is surpassing rich in all the treasures of grace which our Re- 
deemer acquired by His life, His sufferings and His death, it is 
truly the perennial fount of that charity which His Spirit pours 
out upon all the members of His Mystical Body. 


The Heart, then, of our Savior is in some sense a reflection 
of the Divine Person of the Word, and likewise of His twofold 
nature, Divine and human; and we may see in It not only a 
symbol, but also a compendium or summary of the whole 
mystery of our Redemption. When we worship the most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Christ, in It and through It we are worshipping 
both the uncreated love of the Word of God, and at the same 
time His human love and His other emotions and virtues. For 
both these loves impelled our Redeemer to immolate Him- 
self for us and for the Universal Church, His Spouse, as it is 
written by the Apostle: “Christ loved the Church, and delivered 
Himself up for her; that He might sanctify her, cleaning her by 
the laver of water in the word of life; that He might present her 
to Himself, a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or‘any 
such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish” 
(Eph. 5:25-27). 


As Christ loved the Church, so He still loves her most ar- 
dently with that threefold love of which We have spoken, and 
which moves Him, as our advocate, to obtain for us grace and 
mercy from the Father, “ever living to intercede for us” (Heb. 
6:25). The supplications which go from His inexhaustible love 
to the Father are never interrupted. As “in the days of his 
flesh” (Heb. 5:7), so now, triumphant in Heaven, He pleads 
no less effectively with His Heavenly Father. And to Him who 
“so loved the world, as to give His Only-begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him may not perish, but may have life ever- 
lasting” (John 3:16), He shows His Heart, living, and as it were 
wounded, and seething with love yet more intense than when, 
in death, it was wounded by the Roman soldier’s lance. “For 
this reason was (Thy Heart) wounded, that through the visible 
wound we might behold the invisible wound of Thy love.” 
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It is therefore beyond doubt that the Heavenly Father, 
“who spared not even His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all” (Rom. 8:32), when appealed to with such loving urgency by 
so powerful an Advocate, will, through Him, at all times send 
down upon all men a rich abundance of Divine graces. 


Little Kingdoms of the Sacred Heart 


HEN, as a young priest, he embarked on the crusade 
of “conquering the world for the Sacred Heart, fam- 
ily by family,” Father Mateo visualized the world as 
dotted with “little kingdoms” in which the Sacred 

Heart would reign as the King of Love, and upon which would 
be established the great kingdom of His universal reign. Now 
as he looks back over the years from the eminence of his ac- 
complished life’s work, the zealous apostle may well sing a Mag- 
nificat of joy and gratitude. For now this vision has become a 
reality in numberless homes, thanks to his own untiring labors, 
his magnanimous sacrifices and crucifying sufferings, and the co- 
operation of an army of zealous co-workers in a network of 
centers spread over the whole world. 

The Popes of our century, one after another, have whole- 
heartedly blessed and encouraged the work of the Enthronement 
as a most effective means of cultivating a fervent devotion to 
the Sacred Heart and of fostering and preserving a true Chris- 
tian spirit in the family and in society. Aside from the words 
of praise he has bestowed upon the work on several occasions, 
our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, gave impetus to it indirectly 
in his monumental Encyclical on Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
last year. Although he makes no mention of the Enthronement, 
one cannot but be struck by the wonderful way in which the En- 
thronement answers his recommendations for the practice of de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart. 

“We deem it fitting to exhort you again,” he said, “to 
strive ever more earnestly to promote this most gratifying de- 
votion. We are confident that in our day, as in others, a great 
many blessings will flow from it. Indeed, if the evidence on 
which devotion to the Wounded Heart of Jesus rests is rightly 
weighed, it is clear to all that we are dealing here, not with an 
ordinary form of piety which anyone may at his discretion slight 
in favor of other devotions, or esteem lightly, but with a duty of 
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religion most conducive to Christian perfection. For if devo- 
tion, according to the common theological definition which the 
Angelic Doctor gives, ‘is apparently nothing else but the will to 
give oneself readily to things concerning the service of God,’ 
can there be a service to God more required and necessary—and 
at the same time nobler and more pleasant—than that which 
pays homage to His love? 

“What is more pleasing and acceptable to God than that 
service which submits to Divine love and is rendered for the sake 
of love? For every service freely rendered is in a sense a gift, 
and love ‘has the nature of a first gift in strength whereof all 
free gifts are given.’ 

“That form of religion must be held in highest honor by 
which man honors and loves God more and more easily, and by 
which he more readily consecrates himself to Divine love, which 
our Redeemer Himself deigned to propose and recommend to 
Christianity and which the Sovereign Pontiffs have defended 
in their writings and extolled with highest praise. . . 

“There is, then, no doubt that the faithful, in honoring the 
Most Sacred Heart of the Redeemer, fulfil a most serious obli- 
gation by which they are bound to serve God and dedicate 
themselves and all they have, including their most secret 
thoughts and actions, to their Creator and Redeemer, and in this 
way obey the Divine commandment: “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and 
with thy whole mind, and with thy whole strength.’... 


“The reason for this devotion is not primarily to be sought 
in the blessings which Christ the Lord promised in private reve- 
lations. Rather, it is that men should fulfil more fervently the 
principal duties of the Catholic Faith, namely, the obligations 
of love and expiation, and so also contribute greatly to their own 
spiritual advancement. We therefore urge all Our sons in Christ 
eagerly to cherish this devotion, both those who already are ac- 
customed to draw salutary waters from the Heart of the Re- 
deemer, and especially those who, in the idle manner of specta- 
tors, look on from a distance with misgivings. Let them seri- 
ously consider that We speak of a devotion, as We have already 
said, which has long been in the Church and is firmly based on 
the Gospel, and which tradition and the sacred liturgy openly 
encourage. The Roman Pontiffs themselves praised it most 
highly on numerous occasions, and were not content merely to 
institute a feast in honor of the Sacred Heart and extend it to 
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the universal Church, but also solemnly consecrated and dedi- 
cated the whole human race to the Most Sacred Heart. 

“Finally, we add the rich and most pleasing fruits of the 
devotion for the Church: the return of countless souls to the 
religion of Christ, the reanimated faith of many people and the 
closer union of the faithful with our most loving Redeemer, all 
of which, especially in these past few decades, have happened 
before Our eyes in ever-increasing and richer profusion. As 
we look upon this marvelous spectacle of devotion to the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, so widely spread and so ardent among all 
classes of the faithful, We are filled with joyous sentiments of 
gratitude. After rendering fitting thanks to our Redeemer, who 
is the infinite treasure of goodness, We cannot refrain from ex- 
tending Our Paternal congratulations to all, both of the clergy 
and the laity, who have actively contributed to the spreading of 
this devotion.” 

May these words of our Supreme Shepherd spur us on to 
greater devotion to the Sacred Heart, not only during this 
month or on the feast of the Sacred Heart (June 28 this year), 
but throughout the year; and may they inspire many more fam- 
ilies to cultivate this devotion in a real and fruitful way by the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in their homes, so that they 
truly become “little kingdoms of the Sacred Heart.” Let us try 
to make the Feast of the Sacred Heart a day of special joy for 
our dear Lord. With the new regulations for the Eucharistic fast, 
surely it will be possible for almost everyone to receive Holy 
Communion, and to offer it as an act of reparation, in accord- 
ance with Our Lord’s own request; and of course also to assist 
at Holy Mass, which is the most perfect act of adoration and 
reparation we can offer. Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy Kingdom 
come! 


Spiritual Bouquet for Father Mateo 


AS mentioned in our April issue, a Spiritual Bouquet is being prepared for 
Father Mateo, to be presented to him in recognition of the outstanding work he 
has accomplished during the past fifty years in the Work of the Enthronement. 
Our readers are invited to take part, and we mentioned especially that Holy 
Masses offered or assisted at for the glory of the Sacred Heart would be a most 
acceptable contribution; also Enthronements or renewals of the same, Hours of 
Night Adoration, and other spiritual offerings such as Rosaries, Ejaculations, 
Stations of the Cross, Visits to the Blessed Sacrament, etc. 

We would ask that all who participate kindly send us the list of their 
pledged offerings ‘not later than June 15th, so they can be forwarded to the 
National Director in time to be included in the great spiritual bouquet being pre- 
pared throughout the country. 
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The Song of Springtime 


The following paternai admonition given by our Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, to a group of Newlyweds, who came on a spring day to 
ask his blessing, sends its beautiful message* down the years, not only 
to those newly married, but to all who are united in the sacred bonds of 
matrimony—and indeed, to all souls of good will. 


UIDED by thoughtful faith you come, in the springtime of 

your life, to ask Our apostolic blessing on this day when 

the springtime of nature smiles upon you. We should like to 

inspire you with thoughts of faith, inviting you to listen for a 

few moments, about you and within you, to that which the poets 
and artists call the song of springtime. 

If three notes are necessary and sufficient to fix with their 
harmony the theme of a musical composition, for a Christian 
the song of springtime can be condensed to three notes whose 
harmony places his soul in harmony with God Himself. They 
are faith, hope and charity. 


FAITH 


FAITH, as you are well aware, is that theological virtue 
through which we believe in God, whom we do not see with 
bodily eyes; in His infinite goodness, which His justice some- 
times hides from our human shortsightedness; in His omnipo- 
tence, which, according to false human judgment, seems to con- 
tradict His mysterious patience. 

Now, the inevitable recurrence of spring should remind you 
that God, though He seems to change, is in reality immutahle 
because He is eternal; that every one of His plans will be carried 
out in its own good time; that every design of His will be com- 
pleted at the time fixed by His providence. Yesterday it was 
still winter and nature was dormant; the sky was overcast and 
the mountains blanketed with snow; the sun was weak and 
cold. But suddenly the sky is bright again, the stormy winds 
are still, the sun brightens; and under its warm rays, life springs 
again from the bosom of the earth. Thus the work of God never 
dies; there is no winter that is not followed by spring, and that 
which in nature seems to be death is but the prelude of a resur- 
rection. 

*That the Three Theological Virtues are the Foundation of Christian 
Happiness. (Address given April 3, 1940.) 
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You, then, who have the springtime of life before you, enter 
it with a deep faith in God, with firm confidence in His power 
and His goodness. You may have trials; God Himself will seem 
at times to leave you alone with your difficulties, like a father 
who wants to test the strength of his little son by keeping out 
of sight for a moment. His justice, like that of a father, may 
allow suffering of body or soul to purify you, offering you the 
means of reparation by penance. Your mutual happiness, so 
beautiful today, may at times be clouded. Reawaken, at those 
times, your faith in God; renew your faith in your vows; your 
faith in the grace of the sacrament; your sincere reconciliations, 
which are, in a manner of speaking, a new springtime, because 
after the cold and the storm, they bring again gentle breezes, 
light and peace. 

HOPE 


Another lesson that spring brings us is that of Hope. The 
sun, if it awakens the earth from its sleep and divests the moun- 
tains of their white mantle, does not yet give to the earth that 
warmth which produces its full splendor of growth. The sap 
swells trunks and branches and bursts the buds, but the trees 
do not yet wave their leafy crowns in the wind. Soon the birds 
will burst into song. Life goes on! Hope—the joy of a happi- 
ness that is desired but of which we still hold but the pledge— 
breaks forth in springtime in all creation. 

In the supernatural order, hope is, like faith, a theological 
virtue; that is to say, it links man personally with God. It does 
not yet remove the veil from faith to show us the divine and 
eternal object of heavenly contemplation; but it gives the soul 
that corresponds with grace the assurance of its future pos- 
session through the infallible promise of the Redeemer. It gives 
it a pledge, and as it were a prototype, in the resurrection of the 
God-man accomplished at the dawn of a spring day. 

The song of hope surely sounds in this springtime of your 
hearts. To marry is, as for the doves in April, to make a nest. 
Now the home, the nest of a young family, is often built up a 
little at a time with many labors and anxieties, in the hollow 
of the rocks or upon a branch exposed to the wind, but it is 
a labor brought to a joyful fruition because it was begun hope- 
fully. The founding of a family is not alone living for oneself, 
developing one’s own physical prowess, one’s mind, and one’s 
soul; it is to multiply life; that is to say, it is like rising up and 
living again, regardless of time and death, in future generations, 
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happy to lose sight of the indefinite series in the distant future. 


Unhappy the married people who have not understood and 
felt the pleasures of this hope! Unhappier still and guilty, too, 
they who, in opposition to the laws of the Creator, have re- 
stricted or closed the door to the family nest (i.e., practiced birth 
control). Perhaps too late they will note that they themselves, 
for the sake of ephemeral pleasure, have opened into their home 
the door of that abyss whither every hope escapes. 


CHARITY 


Cuarity also contributes its note—which we may call the 
dominant—to the spring song, because it is above all a love 
song. True and pure love is a giving of self; it is the eagerness 
to spread and give itself entirely that is essential to goodness— 
that eagerness by which God, infinite goodness and charity, 
poured Himself out upon creation. This expansive force of love 
is so great that it admits of no limitations. Just as the Creator 
loves from all eternity the creatures that He wills by an om- 
nipotent desire of His mercy to call into being out of nothing, 
so the Incarnate Word, come among men, “having loved His 
own who were in the world, He loved them unto the end” (John 
13:1). 


My dear sons and daughters, see how this need of giving 
and of giving oneself, is manifest in nature at this time. “Air, 
water, earth, with love o’erflow,” exclaims the poet, praising 
the beauties of spring. Life is expansive of itself, and this mag- 
nificent giving of itself is but a weak image of God’s gift of 
Himself. But if God’s gifts in the natural order are so abun- 
dant, how much more marvelous are they in the order of grace, 
which surpasses all human understanding. 


Listen now, dear husbands and wives, to your heart. You 
will hear it sing that generous and disinterested hymn which 
reaches a total giving of itself. This compelling desire of a mu- 
tual holocaust will remain satisfied in you only if the reciprocal 
gift, sanctioned by a sacred vow, remains undivided, without 
reservation, and irrevocable, like the gift you should make to 
God and to yourselves. 


Charity is one; the bond woven between you by Christian 
marriage has something of the Divine in its source, as has re- 
ligion, and is, therefore, eternal in its consequences. Keeping 
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yourselves faithful to it, notwithstanding the trials, the storms, 
the temptations that beset you, is an ideal that may seem above 
human strength, but which will become a supernatural reality 
if you co-operate with the graces of the sacrament given you 
to strengthen in the Blood of the Redeemer your union, indis- 
soluble like that of Christ with His Church. 


(Taken from ‘The Holy Father Speaks to Newlyweds” published 
by the Family Life Bureau of N.C.W.C.) 


*...To All, Who Rest in Christ’ 


HE consoling prayer for the faithful departed which 
fh our holy Mother the Church places on the lips of her 
priest during the most sacred moments of the Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass, the Canon, fills our hearts with the reali- 
zation of Christ’s great and tender love for the souls in Purga- 
tory, who await the joys of eternal life. Sheltered within the 
Sacred Heart, which is, as we read in the Preface for the Feast, 
“the resting place of the devout,” these beloved souls are pre- 
cious in the sight of the Lord. They are the fruit of His Re- 
demptive work, the object of that tremendous manifestation of 
Divine Love consummated on Calvary’s heights. They have 
passed victoriously through the trial of faith, which St. Peter 
proclaims more precious by far than gold which is tried by fire 
(1 Peter 1:7), and they now undergo the final purification of 
love. This purification, as intense and burning as is the flame 
of love which demands it, is, at the same time, desired by and 
consoling to the yet unpurified soul, which willingly submits to 
the sufferings that will enable it to be received, undefiled, into 
the Divine Embrace. 


No doubt the saints, whose lives were lived solely in the 
light of eternity, experienced in their sufferings a like joy, real- 
izing that their aspirations to union with a God who is Infinite 
Purity would demand the removal of the least stain from their 
soul. St. Paul speaks of this “paradox of joy” in his second 
epistle to the Corinthians, where he describes himself “as sor- 
rowful yet always rejoicing” (2 Cor. 6:10). In this life, weak- 
ness of faith often makes suffering difficult to understand. The 
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blessed souls in purgatory, on the contrary, now possess a clear 
spiritual understanding. In the light of this understanding they 
can embrace their sufferings as a gift of love that will enable 
them to pass, unsullied, into the heaven of everlasting refresh- 
ment, light and peace. 


To the Heart of Christ these souls are most precious, for 
they have been faithful to Him unto the end. These are the be- 
loved ones who remained close to Him during His mortal life, 
who were nourished with His Sacred Body and cleansed so often 
by His saving Blood. These are the souls of predilection for 
whom His Heart was pierced, that, entering into Its depths, they 
might come to know the tender love of the God-man for His 
creatures. These are the chosen souls who, now suffering with 
Him and in Him, will one day triumph with Him for all eter- 
nity. Can we rightly call any one of these future members of 
His Church Triumphant an abandoned soul? Is there one who 
is not dear to the Heart of Christ? one who is not suffering in 
union with the forsaken Christ of Gethsemane, in union with 
the love-broken Heart of the Christ of Calvary? Assuredly they 
rest in Christ, and though that place of rest be the agonizing 
Heart, It is a Heart aflame with love for the Father, for all that 
will promote His glory. 


We turn to the Sacred Heart and hear His persistent plead- 
ings, “Have pity on Me, at least you, my friends...” For in that 
thirsting Heart dwell His suffering members, who speak to us 
through their Divine Head. Let us not forsake Him now, as did 
so many during that dark night of agony when He was forced 
to tread the winepress alone. Ours is the privilege to console 
the Heart of Jesus, so heavily laden with the burden of man’s 
sins; to lift the weight of these sins through the offering of the 
redeeming Sacrifice of the Altar. Let us not forget the souls, 
so dear to His Sacred Heart, whom He longs to call home, and 
let us aid them in their flight to everlasting rest by making use 
of the infinite means which God has left with us in the holy Sac- 
rifice of the Mass. In no other way can we afford them greater 
relief than te offer in their behalf the Divine Victim and to join 
with the priest, who pleads in Christ’s name, begging the Heav- 
enly Father in that brief yet powerful prayer of the Canon, 
...“and to all who rest in Christ, grant, we beseech Thee, a place 
of refreshment, light and peace. Through the same Christ our 
Lord. Amen.” 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EAR LITTLE LOVERS: Did you ever stop to think how 
good God is? On a beautiful spring day in this lovely 
month of June, just stand very still for a few moments 
and you will find His goodness all about you: the warm 

sunshine enveloping you with its rays, the fleecy white clouds 
playing beneath the deep blue sky, the gentle breezes coming 
to cool you just when the sunshine begins to feel too warm, yes, 
even the fresh, spring flowers to gladden your heart and the soft 
green grass making a carpet under your feet. All these beauties, 
dear Little Lovers, are gifts from our Heavenly Father. It 
makes us realize what spoiled children we are, and how much 
we ought to love God in return. But these gifts of nature that 
surround us are only a dim reflection of the wonderful gifts of 
grace that we can see only with the eyes of Faith. Yet, sad to 
say, many of God’s children fail to see Him in His gifts, and 
even use His gifts to offend Him by sin. It is for this reason 
that God’s Love took human flesh and dwelt among us. The 
Sacred Heart of Jesus became the human manifestation of 
God’s goodness, that Heart which throbbed with love for man- 
kind and even shed the last drop of Its Blood to save us. All 
this was done through the power and love of the Holy Spirit. 
What does’God ask in return for all this? in return for all His 
love and goodness? Only our love—a courageous and faithful 
love which will make us apostles of His Sacred Heart; a love 
for our Heavenly Father, His Divine Son and the Holy Spirit 
that will delight in leading others to know Him, love Him and 
serve Him as He deserves. 


During this month of June, the month of the Sacred Heart, 
let love be your motto, dear Little Lovers—greater love for 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Perhaps you could honor Him 
by making a Sacred Heart shrine in your home with a statue 
or picture if you do not already have one, and keep flowers be- 
fore it and a vigil light that could burn each day as you offer 
Him special prayers. His Blessed Mother will help you find 
many opportunities to prove your love for Him each day if you 
will but place your hand in hers and tell-her of your desire to 
be an apostle of love for the Sacred Heart of her Divine Son. 


PRACTICE: To perform an act of kindness each day in thanks- 
giving to God for His goodness. 


ASPIRATION: Glory, love and thanksgiving be to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus! (Indulgence, 300 days. ) 
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“Queen for a Day” 





and joy of a religious vocation. 


Clyde, Missouri 















































HIS month, Little Lovers, 

we have a new little Sis- 

ter to introduce to you. She 
is “Sister Angeline,” who was 
a Benedictine Sister of Perpet- 
ual Adoration for one day, 
when she represented our con- 
gregation at a vocation project 
which found many other girls 
and boys dressed as members 
of the different religious com- 
munities. Sister Angeline isn’t 
a real sister yet, but we hope 
that in ten or fifteen more 
years she will come to join us 
in our life of Perpetual Adora- 
tion. The boys and girls who 
had the thrill of being priests, 
brothers or sisters for a day 
may be the future guardians 
of souls in the family of our 
holy Mother the Church, and 
we pray that many of our Little Lovers may also share the grace 


A number of our Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion were Little Lovers when they were young, and we like to 
think that it was Jesus’ smile of grace and love radiating on 
them from the Blessed Sacrament that filled their young hearts 
with the desire to spend their lives in adoration of Him, hidden 
in the Sacred Host. To be His priest, His apostle or His loving 
bride is a very beautiful and holy vocation, and if Jesus’ gentle 
whisper draws you to a desire for such a life, thank Him dear 
Little Lovers, and pray that you may have the courage and love 
to respond when the time may come. Some of you will be His 
priests, His lay-brothers, His sister-teachers, nurses, or His lov- 
ing Adorers; others will be called to be fathers and mothers and 
lead the other little souls to Him in this way. But whatever 
may be God’s designs for you, pray daily for the light and 
strength to fulfil His holy will. If any of our Eucharistic Hand- 
maids wish to learn more about our life of Perpetual Adoration, 
we will be happy to send information at your request. 


Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
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For the June Feasts 


Pentecost Sunday 


June 9 


Trinity Sunday 
June 16 


St. Anthony 
June 13 


Corpus Christi 
June 20 


Sacred Heart 
June 28 


DEVOTION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT — Know and love 
the God of Love who guides us surely and swiftly to 
our heavenly goal, if we ask Him and lean on His 
strength, His consolation and advice. 


DEVOTION TO THE HOLY TRINITY — The basis of 
our Faith—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—Creator, Re- 
deemer and Sanctifier. Learn more of this glorious 
Mystery from the interesting pages of this booklet. 


WHAT IS GOD?— God is All—Love, Providence, 
Light, Peace. — Here are some stimulating and 
thought-provoking pages on the most necessary 
knowledge of all—God! 


ST. ANTHONY, THE WONDER-WORKER — The be- 
loved miracle-worker and friend of the troubled, the 
sick, the poor and the worried of all times and na- 
tions. Call on him for help in any need. 


HOLY EUCHARIST, OUR ALL — Yes, the Presence 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is our all—the 
means of our salvation, and the pledge of eternal life. 


GOD WITH US IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
— This Sacrament is the Heart and Center of Catholic 
worship and the nearness of God on our altars is the 
hope and salvation of all times. 


EUCHARISTIC HEART-TALKS WITH JESUS — Just 
the thing to take with you when you visit the church. 
Thoughts on the Real Presence, Mass, Holy Commun- 
ion and Friendship with Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, in intimate conversation form. 


EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES — Fascinating accounts 
of miracles centered around the Blessed Sacrament. 


(See booklets on outside cover.) 


Each booklet 15¢. Reduction on lots of 50 or more. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





For the Month of the 
Sacred Heart 


ore 


= 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
— Why and how to love and honor the Sacred 
Heart. 15¢ 


Come, Let Us Adore — Ideal for public 
or private Holy Hours. 15¢ 


Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour Offer the Heart of Jesus 
the reparation He has asked. (Available also in German.) 15¢ 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart — Make Christ the Head and 
Heart of your home. 15¢ 


Favors from the King — Marvels of love granted to six families 
who enthroned the Sacred Heart. 15¢4 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus — The promises of the Sacred Heart 
and beautiful prayers. 15¢ 


Pictures of the Sacred Heart 
(Holy Card Size) 


In black and white, with prayer on reverse —1¢ each or $1.00 per 100 
(Order by serial number) 


Sacred Heart H10 Learn of Me 

Behold this Heart Hil — Come to Me 

Jesus, Meek and Humble of H12 - The Pleading Heart of Jesus 
Heart H17 — Reign, O Sacred Heart of 
Lord, Speak within My Heart Jesus 

St. Margaret Mary H26 — O Sacred Heart of Jesus 


Suitable for Enthronement 
Sacred Heart of Jesus by Von Oer Full figure .... 


Lover of Mankind . 
Same, with Consecration 


Sacred Heart Pleading With Consecration .... 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





